
Dear Parents,
It seems appropriate to wish you all a very warm welcome back to school as this is the first PTA newsletter of the year. I don’t know about you all, but I look at the calendar and I cannot believe how much has already been accomplished since that first day of school back in August! I do want to say how excited we are about all of the new faces that we have seen around the school at the various events, and the familiar faces that are back for more. We have several new members on the PTA Board and in various positions of leadership for our numerous programs. And there is always room for more new faces to help us make our children’s years at Travilah as enjoyable and fulfilling as we can.I hope you join me in the belief that this year is one of great opportunity, for both our children and for us as parents. As you will see in this newsletter, there are a wide variety of opportunities for your children to enjoy as well as a wide variety of opportunities for you as the parents to get involved in the school and the PTA.

My goal for this newsletter and for this year as a whole, is to keep you all informed of the activities that are forthcoming, and to acknowledge all of the hard work our volunteers put in to making our school a place of great opportunity. If at any time throughout the year, you have questions, concerns, or simply want to voice an opinion, please don’t ever hesitate to contact Keri or myself.  We are here to help in any way we can. 

Thank you,
	Sue Potts 	Keri Christovich
	PTA Co-President	PTA Co-President
	suepotts@comcast.net	christovich.dc@verizon.net
or: president@travilahpta.org
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TRAVILAH’S SEPTEMBER SUCCESSES
SCHOOL BEAUTIFICATION/GARDEN COMMITTEE 
Even before the school year got started, there were several busy volunteers keeping our school looking beautiful .A big pat on the back goes out to the volunteers who watered Travilah’s very thirsty plants and cleaned up the school grounds over summer vacation.  Thank you Sheryl, Julia and Caroline Firestone; Dave, Zenobia, Feroz and Dinaz Campbell;, Kerry, Ben, Nathan and Katie Bowman; Kris, Keely, and Grady Sellman; Conner and Sean White; Mao-Fen and Michael Yu; Jill Prater, and Jenn, George and Ann Sellers.
THE ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC
Thank you to all the families who participated in the Back to School Picnic.  The rain date did impact having what is typically a bigger turnout but for those who could attend, fun was had by all.  There are a lot of new Travilah families this year!  Welcome to all of you!  The carnival games and cake walk were new additions and seemed to be a hit with kids of all ages.  We will look to include them next year.  
The Back to School Picnic would not be possible without the support of so many Travilah alumnae and volunteers.  Thanks to Florina Lam, Daniel Cha, Nick Cha and Brandy Nalls for the help on the Pizza Stand.  Thank you Michelle Hsu for assisting Carvel to keep the ice cream flowing.  Carnival games and cake walker were manned by Mattie Bartos, Nicholas Christovich, Justin Lee, Jack Bryan, Haley Zmuda, Maddie Fowler, Arya Khorsand, Ali Silver, Sophie Saggiante, Elizabeth Christovich, Sofia, Claire Asenso, and Emily Miles.  Yola Kong returned again to lead our face painting with help from Abby Mayne and Nicole Khorsand.  Thank you Yola – you are a lifesaver!
Thanks also to all our bakers who provided yummy treats to support the cakewalk: Lynn Grainger, Amy Bryan, Julianne Greene, Kimberly Euler, Terri Stillwagoner, Dubravka Trakic, Kristine Sellman, and Julie Krieger.  And of course, thanks to Christine Zmuda who made it all happen!
FAMILY FUN NIGHT	
Susan Winson, has once agreed to take on the task of organizing our Family Fun Nights at the many local restaurants that support our PTA. This week we dined on Mexican cuisine at California Tortilla and then enjoyed a sweet dessert at Yogi Castle!  It was great to see so many Travilah families enjoying the night out. I understand the crowd was continuous from the time my family dined on the early side early, until well past 7:30.  The next opportunity you have to dine out with Travilah friends in support of the PTA will be October 13th  at Ledo’s Pizza. 
VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST 
A huge thank you to all our volunteers who were able to attend the Volunteer Welcome Breakfast!  We had a record number of attendees this year…60+!!!  It was great to see so many new faces at Travilah willing to become volunteers and taking an interest in our school, as well as the core faces that have been with us year after year.  Travilah and our students could not do as much as they do without you – OUR VOLUNTEERS – and we sincerely thank you for your willingness to give your time and dedication to our school!  
We have received a total of 150 blue volunteer forms back so far.  Let’s keep sending in those forms Travilah families...it’s never too late to sign up to volunteer and we would love to hit that 100% mark of families volunteering…so what are you waiting for – we need you!  Volunteer lists have been submitted to the appropriate Committee/Event Chair and will continue to be updated as more forms come in.  They will contact you in a timely manner prior to the date of the event that you’ve signed up for to enlist your services.  A list of our Committee/Event Chairs is on our PTA website www.travilahpta.org.  Please feel free to contact them directly if you haven’t heard from them on an upcoming event that you volunteered for or if you decide to volunteer for something last minute.  We are always happy to welcome more volunteers!
SUMMER READING PARTY
You likely witnessed your child scrambling to finish his/her summer reading sheets. Today, they had the chance to celebrate. Our annual, PTA-sponsored Ice Cream Sundae Party was held this afternoon. Several parent volunteers dished out  ice cream and then the students topped it with sweet treats  The joy of reading should be celebrated, and celebrate they did Thanks to Christine Zmuda and Ellen Silver who put together this great event for the students and thank you to the many volunteers who helped it run smoothly. 
TRAVILAH’S UPCOMING PROGRAMS
So you see what I mean that a lot has been accomplished in this school year already. October brings many more opportunities for fun.
MOVIE NIGHT
Last year began what I hope will be a new tradition. We held our first movie night, and it was a big hit. As a result, we will be holding TWO movie nights this year. The first will be held on Thursday, October 20th from 7-9pm in the Travilah all purpose room. (Friday is a “no school” day, so the kids can stay up late!) Thank you to Rachel Dorfman who has agreed to chair this event again this year. 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES

WRAP IT UP
This fundraising program has been running for the last few weeks with a due date of today. I hope you all had the opportunity to look through the catalog and pick some paper products or gifts for the upcoming holiday season. As you know, each and every dollar helps the PTA bring terrific programs to Travilah. 
Special thanks to Terry Yassin who has once again pulled of this great fundraiser for the school. 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION CONTEST!
We want your Box Tops! This is an easy and fun way to earn money for our Travilah PTA programs. We have set up Box Top Collection Bins in each classroom so that your child(ren) can conveniently drop the Box Tops or collections sheets into the bins. 
We want to encourage you and your family to start clipping and sending in Box Tops, so we are holding a Box Tops Collection Contest! We will award prizes to our top collectors and hold a random prize drawing among all collectors! All you and your family have to do is clip and submit Box Tops in a small plastic baggie, or tape or glue the Box Tops on the Back to School with Box Tops collection sheets and drop them in one of the Collection Bins by October 24! Remember to print your child’s name and teacher on the plastic baggies or collection sheets. We will announce the names of the winners in our November newsletter and award special prizes to our winners! Box Tops can be found on hundreds of your favorite products, so start clipping!
You can also participate in the Box Tops Program by shopping online at your favorite online stores (e.g. Lands' End, Justice, Barnes & Nobel) through the Box Tops Marketplace® boxtops4education.com/marketplace, and Travilah will automatically earn eBoxTops dollars at no additional cost to you! Plus, you’ll get exclusive Box Tops deals and discounts! To find out more and sign up, visit: boxtops4education.com. 
Thanks for supporting our Travilah PTA programs! Please contact Marina Miller marina.miller5@gmail.com if you have any questions about the Box Tops fundraiser efforts or need additional collection sheets.


IT’S TRAVILAH SCHOOL DIRECTORY TIME!
In order to receive a directory, you must join the PTA. There is still time to join at www.travilahpta.org  Thanks to Amanda Katz, Rachel Dorfman and Lynn Grainger for all their hard work gathering the directory and membership information.
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND PRORAMS
Many before and after school programs will be starting up in October. You have seen flyers for many of them, but if you missed those, here is all of the important information.
Chess Club	Monday	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact: pwcrack@pwcrack.com
Creative Kids	Monday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact: lorraineslud@yahoo.com 
Spelling Bee	Tuesday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact:  jill.prater@comcast.net
Kids Write	Wednesday 	8:00am – 9:00am 	contact: kidwrite@gmail.com
Computer Graphics 	Thursday	8:05am – 9:05am	contact: gailoring@verizon.net
Cook with Books	Thursday 	3:30pm – 4:30pm  	contact: lorraineslud@yahoo.com
FLES	Multiple days available 	contact: bbitaa@yahoo.com

ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES
As you can see, there is a lot going on at Travilah. There are opportunities for your children to become involved in a variety of fundraising events as well as extracurricular clubs and programs of all kinds. And you, as parents, have the privilege to become involved in your child’s elementary school experience through the many volunteer opportunities. We look forward to seeing you as the school year continues. Thank you!
DATES TO REMEMBER
September 28 	Early Release Day – Dismissal at 12:55
September 29	Rosh Hashanah – No School
October 10	Parent Visitation Day 
October 13	PTA Family Fun Night at Ledo’s Pizza
October 20 	Movie Night
October 28	Halloween Parties and Parade
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